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Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Columbia Philatelic 
Society will be Tuesday, Tuesday, 
February 20th at our usual place, Boone 
Landing Activity Room, 109 Keene St. in 
Columbia.  The meeting will start at 7 PM.  
The club meets the 3rd Tuesday of every 
month at this location.   
 
Just a reminder that if you happen to arrive 
at the meeting a little early, please help get 
the room set up in its typical arrangement. 
 
This month we have the ever-popular: 
 

Stamp Bingo 
 

It’s easy and fun to play, even if it’s your 
very first time!  We always have great prizes 
for the winners, so make plans to come the 
evening of the 20th.  
 
Last Time 
 
Several members braved the tough winter 
weather to enjoy the meting and hear Scott 
Ward gave a great presentation on the 
future of stamp collecting.   
 
It remains near the top in terms of 
popularity, and one of the reasons is that 
collectors can “tailor” their hobby to their 
particular interests, whether it’s collecting 
topicals, new issues, varieties, certain 
countries, special cancels, etc.  The 19th 
Century U.S. stamps have provided an 
investment angle in recent years as well.   

 2007 Officers 
 
In November, we had elections for the 2007 
calendar year.  Our officers are: 
 
President:  Ed Hollander 
Vice President/Newsletter: Dave Benish 
Alternate VP:  Scott Ward 
Secretary/Treasurer: John Marquardt 
Librarian/APS: Chuck Barsamian 
 
 
Upcoming 2007 Programs 
 
We’ve got a great slate of programs lined up 
for the year.  Here’s what coming for the 
remainder of 2007: 
 
March: Show and Tell (bring something!)  
April:  Spring Auction 
May:  Lester Perkins Mystery Program 
June: St. Louis World’s Fair (E. Nettles) 
July:  Ice Cream Social and Movie (John) 
August:  USPS Mailing Sorting Facility 
September: Philatelic Literature (Joan) 
October:  Fall Auction 
November: Benefit Auction/Elections 
December:  Christmas Party 
 
Club Dues 
 
A final newsletter reminder that it’s time for 
our annual club dues of $10.   If you haven’t 
already done so, please give (or mail) the 
money to our treasurer, John Marquardt. 
 
Dave’s Corner 
 
There’s going to be great stamp show in St. 
Louis at the end of the month (25th-28th), 
and more details are on the flip side of the 
newsletter.  This is a good opportunity to see 
some attractive exhibits, be around other 
collectors, and pick up a few philatelic 
items.  If you’ve never been to a stamp show 
before, this would be an excellent one.  
Also, Scott Ward is looking for more 
volunteers to help promote stamps with kids 
at the show.  I’ll be helping on the 25th, but I 
know Scott would appreciate more 
volunteers!    



The Future of Stamp 
Collecting  
 
In a phone conversation with Scott, he 
related some of the discussion points of his 
presentation that I wanted to cover in the 
newsletter as well.  My country driveway 
was covered in ice last meeting evening, so 
travel into town was out of the question for 
me! 
 
The hobby is doing well, but one of the 
issues is that the average age of collectors is 
well over 60!  Part of the reason for that is 
that many people are too busy with their 
careers and families in their 20s, 30s, and 
40s to have time for stamp collecting.  Many 
collected as kids and return back to it in 
their later years.  But it does illustrate that 
we must continually get more young people 
into the hobby. 
 
Scott mentioned that auction houses on the 
coasts tend to yield higher hammer prices 
for similar items.  People seem to have more 
disposable income there, apparently.   
 
Stamp grading could have a tremendous 
impact on the hobby, much as it has for 
several years in the coin collecting area. 
 
Look for ongoing support from the USPS on 
stamp collecting. It’s obviously a big money 
maker for them; I guess that’s one big 
reason why there are so many 
new issues.  But we can’t be 
too critical—sometimes one 
of those stamps will catch the 
eye of a youngster and before 
you know it, he’ll have a 
hobby that he can enjoy for a 
lifetime. 
 
 
The St.  Louis Stamp Expo 
 
The St. Louis Stamp Expo will be at the 
Renaissance Hotel (it’s the tall black one 
near the airport).  The address is 9801 
Natural Bridge Rd.  The show will be 
February 23-25, and open 11-6 on Friday, 
10-6 on Saturday, and 10-4 on Sunday.  

Their web site is www.stlstampexpo.org. 
War Tax Stamps 
 
Have you ever seen a stamp with the 
overprint “War Tax”?  A couple of 
Canadian ones come to mind immediately. 
 
Well, the idea for war tax stamps originated 
in Spain in 1874.  These stamps were 
inscribed “Impuesto de Guerro” (Spanish for 
war tax), and were required on all 
correspondence.  The money from these was 
used to help conduct the war Spain was 
engaged in at the time. The stamps inscribed 
war tax had to be added to letters in addition 
to the normal postage. 
 
The idea was also used by several British 
colonies and commonwealth countries to 
help pay for Word War I.  These countries 
included Canada, Jamaica, and Fiji just to 
name a few.   
 
 
Early Zip Code? 
 
The first country to adopt postal codes to aid 
in the delivery of mail was not the U.S., but 
rather Germany.  They did this in 1942.  
Although a rudimentary system that used 
two-digits numbers corresponding to postal 
areas, it nonetheless was very helpful in the 
prompt delivery of mail.   
 
Germany went to four digits in 1961.  The 
U.S. followed suit with postal codes in 1963 
with its zip code system.  When you look at 
some of the old covers with just a name, a 
street, and a city, sometimes you almost 
wonder how the mail made it through.  
 
 
Post Off ice Seals 
 
A collectible back-of-the-book area is post 
office seals.   
 
These seals are really adhesive labels that 
are used to re-seal damaged or opened postal 
packages.  There are also used in the United 
States to secure registered letters from being 
tampered with before they’re received. 


