
 

Columbia Philatelic Society 
May 2007 

 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Columbia Philatelic 
Society will be Tuesday, May 15th at our 
usual place, Boone Landing Activity Room, 
109 Keene St. in Columbia.  The meeting 
will start at 7 PM.  The club meets the 3rd 
Tuesday of every month at this location.   
 
This month Lester Perkins will have a 
program on: 
 

Zeppelins on Stamps 
 

Lester has caught the “zeppelin bug” over 
the last several months and has been 
intrigued by the subject.  This is a fun 
topical area, and Lester will bring items 
from his collection to share as well as 
provide us some historical background on 
about the 
great airships 
of the 1930s.    
 
 
 
Last Time 
 
We had one of our best auctions ever.  There 
were a record 29 bidders and a wealth of 
great material.  The variety was also 
particularly outstanding.  I think the buyers 
were pleased with their purchases.  Thanks 
to everyone who helped make it a great 
auction! 
  
 

2007 Officers 
 
Our officers for this year are: 
 
President:  Ed Hollander 
Vice President/Newsletter: Dave Benish 
Alternate VP:  Scott Ward 
Secretary/Treasurer: John Marquardt 
Librarian/APS: Chuck Barsamian 
 
 
Upcoming 2007 Programs 
 
Here’s what coming for the rest of 2007: 
 
June: St. Louis World’s Fair (E. Nettles) 
 
July:  Ice Cream Social and Movie (John) 
 
August:  USPS Mailing Sorting Facility 
 
September: Philatelic Literature (Joan) 
 
October:  Fall Auction 
 
November: Benefit Auction/Elections 
 
December:  Christmas Party 
 
You will particularly want to mark your 
calendars for June 19th, when we’ll have an 
outside speaker from the St. Louis area  
deliver a program on the 1904 World’s Fair 
from a philatelic perspective. 
 
Dave’s Corner 
 
I noticed in a recent issue of Linn’s Stamp 
News that Switzerland has just put out a 
stamp with Roger Federer on it, the current 
international tennis champion.  It’s one thing 
for a small Caribbean island or African 
country to issue stamps with living people 
on them, but Switzerland?  But wait, I guess 
all English stamps have a picture of the 
queen on them.  And even the U.S. issued 
the 1927 Lindbergh airmail stamp with his 
name on it (and he lived until 1974) which 
seems to violate the U.S. rules.  Oh well, 
never mind.     
 



Init ial  First Day Postmark 
 
The first postmark inscribed First Day of 
Issue was by the United States in 1937.  
France, Germany, Italy, and Sweden 
adopted First Day cancellations in the early 
1940s.   
 
Great Britain was late in adopting this 
practice.  Their First Day of Issue 
cancellation was in May 1963 for the Paris 
Postal Conference stamp.   
 
Of course, covers bearing first day cancels 
are popular with several collectors.  Early 
ones in particular can be quite valuable. 
 
 
How to Order First Day 
Cancels  
 
The grace period for collectors to send 
covers for first-day cancels ends 30 days 
after a stamp's issue date, unless stated 
otherwise in the listing.  
 
Within the grace period, buy the new stamp 
(or stationery item) at your local post office 
or philatelic center, affix it to an addressed 
envelope (postage must make up at least the 
first-class rate) and send under cover to 
Customer-Affixed Envelopes, Postmaster, 
(Name of City, State and ZIP Code-9991 or 
the ZIP+4 Code given). Linn’s Stamp News 
can provide the location.  No remittance is 
required.   
 
Most collectors prefer to use peelable return 
address labels that can be removed after the 
USPS returns the cover.  First day covers 
without return addresses are generally 
considered more desirable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submarine Stamps 
 
Submarine stamps were first issued on 
August 9, 1916 by the company Deutsche 
Versicherungsbank GmbH of Berlin for a 
registered letter service between Germany 
and the United States.  The mail was carried 
by the merchant submarines Deustschland 
and Bremen with the approval of the 
imperial German postal administration. 
 
In 1938, during the Spanish Civil War, 
communications between the Balearic 
Islands and the mainland were maintained 
by submarines of the Republican navy.  Six 
stamps inscribed “Correo Submarine” and 
featuring submarines were issued.  During 
the Second World War, three submarine 
posts were provided with distinctive stamps.  
 
Storing Stamps 
 
Stamps, covers, albums and stock books 
always should be stored in an area where 
humidity and temperature are kept at 
reasonable and fairly constant levels. The 
combination of heat and humidity can 
activate the adhesive on the back of many 
stamps, causing them to stick to album or 
stock book pages (I’ve seen it!) . 
 
The added element of pressure on album 
pages or stock book pages can further 
aggravate the situation. When pages are 
packed tight with stamps, the adhesive has 
an even greater chance of sticking to the 
page. 
 
Albums and stock books should never be 
overstuffed with stamps or pages. This can 
be tough on the pages and on the stamps, 
making either or both susceptible to damage. 
 
Another way to avoid pressure on stamps is 
to make sure albums and stock books are 
stored upright like below. 
 


